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days in the ice, he will have learned much, that will help him to
avoid ice dangers afterward.

The crews composing each, ship's company were reduced to
a minimum, while the ships themselves were arranged to carry
the maximum of provisions and clothing. The ships, though
phenomenally strong, were additionally strengthened, after their
arrival at the Brooklyn Navy-Yard, in accordance with sugges-
tions made by the Chief Constructor of the Navy, Theodore Wil-
son. Every advantage that could he gained in the economic use
of provisions or coal or clothing, after the expedition sailed, was
taken in so far as human forethought could provide before start-
ing. Details were made of the officers of every ship, from the
moment they were assigned, and lists of needed articles were re-
quired from them, of those daily delivered, or of daily inspections
made of those being manufactured. In this way the commander
of the expedition was familiar every morning at 11 o'clock with
the progress made in every department through the reports con-
veyed to him as a whole from the commanding officers of the
vessels.

On the 10th of March matters had made progress so satis-
factorily with the ships, as well as with their outfit, as to justify
the determination of a plan of campaign. The Secretary of the
Navy called upon the commander of the expedition for the sub-
mission of a scheme,, proposing dates of departure for the ships,
which was replied to on March 17th in the letter which follows :

WASHINGTON, D, C., March 17, 1884.
Hon. WM. E. CHANDLER,

Secretary of the Navy.

Sir: In reply to your letter of March 10th, informing me that it had been
definitely decided that the Thetis, Bear, and Alert were to be the vessels of the
expedition to relieve Lieutenant Greely and party at Lady Franklin Bay, I
would respectfully suggest that the Bear, being the vessel most advanced in
the strengthening needed for this service, should be despatched from New York
on the 25th of April to St. John's, Newfoundland, to fill up with coal, to take
dogs on board, and to inquire into the condition of the ice in Davis Strait, and
at the earliest practicable moment, to proceed to the Danish settlements of
Disco and Upernavik, reaching there about the third week in May, if practi-
cable.

The Thetis should follow the Bear, leaving New York not later than May
1st, stopping at St. John's for coal, to take dogs on board, and to convoy the
coal steamer to Upernavik, where she ought to arrive about May 25th.S. M. C.
